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A 1933/34 class photo of the Lichtwark School from the Traugott archive. Both in the back row,

Fritz Traugott is third from the left, and Erna Stahl, fourth from the right. Six of the students in

the photo are wearing Hitler Youth uniforms.

With professional opportunities likewise cut off, Traugott followed his

brother in immigrating to the United States in 1938, and his parents

followed. Traugott’s sister, Hedwig, remained in Hamburg with her

non-Jewish husband and two daughters, surviving through Nazi

persecution, forced labor, and the bombing of their home. 

Traugott married Lucia Scola, an Italian-

American Catholic, in Providence. 

At 22, he was drafted into the U.S. Army,

where he was transferred to Camp Ritchie to

learn counter-intelligence and interrogation

techniques. He was first deployed to

England to participate in the “secret

listeners” program, an operation that helped

record details using bugging devices to pick up conversations among

German military leaders. They collected important intelligence

information to help the war effort, including the location of the facility

where V2 rockets were being built. 

Traugott was sent to France where with his unit, Mobile Field

Interrogation Unit #2, he later traveled behind American troops
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Michael, Mark, and Kathryn Traugott, retracing their

father’s steps at the Wannsee House

realizing opportunities that we lost to have extended conversations

with our father – which he might not have wanted to participate in.”

Traugott’s descendants–

who will all attend the

opening of the exhibit– have

used the photographs and

documents to plumb their

family history. In 1994,

Michael Traugott also took a

trip to Berlin to retrace steps

his father had taken and to

reproduce photos his father

had taken on the same

grounds, 50 years prior.

“Sifting through the

valuable sources and sorting them together can reconstruct a piece

of family history,” Alberth wrote of the exhibit. “Further research,

which we carried out in American and German archives, can add to

the puzzle – but it will always remain fragmented.”

“This project has involved memory, but also extrapolation,” said

Michael Traugott. “It’s both trying to reconstruct events of the past

with relative accuracy, but thinking about how behavior, events, and

belief systems might be extended forward in time to other events,

and other periods.”

Traugott’s story invites us to imagine what it might have been like for

a refugee to return to Germany in what his son described as “a

strange re-immersion.”

Museum director Deborah Hartmann writes, for example, of what it

might have meant for Traugott to appropriate stationary and

souvenirs from places like the Chancellery: “The men demonstrated

their own personal victory over the Nazi dictatorship,” she writes.

For Hartmann, the exhibit is also an occasion to consider how we

remember past events, and the impact of memory on our political



https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/germany-afd-bjorn-hocke-far-right-thuringia-election/
https://buchung.ghwk.de/en/events/registration/20

